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these implications of the proposal, the * show-boy *
President of the Congress, Mr. Abul Kalam Azad,
still had the hardihood to address a confidential
telegram to Mr. Jinnah conveying to him that the
Congress by its resolution for a national cabinet
meant a * composite' cabinet and inquiring whether
the League could not accept any proposal not
based on the two-nation scheme. He got a fitting
reply from Mr. Jinnah who refused to discuss
matters with him, as he could not be regarded as
a representative of Hindus and he had completely
forfeited the confidence of the Muslims. The
Congress demand, it is clear, instead of providing
a basis of co-operation between different parties
and elements as a measure for the duration of war
raises the whole fundamental constitutional issue
which as yet remain unresolved between important
elements in the Indian body-politic. The reply
given by the Secretary of State for India, Mr.
Amery, in this connection is pertinent. Referring
to the Congress demand, Mr. Amery said that if
it meant that the members of the Viceroy's Coun-
cil should be dependent on the support of the
elected members of the legislature it is in fact a
demand for changing the whole basis of the Indian
Government in the middle of war. He added,
4* More than that if the House has followed the
analysis I have attempted to give of the attitude of
the different elements in India to the constitit-